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The first colonists left America in February, 1820.
They consisted of two government agents, one
from the society, and eighty-eight persons of
colour. These emigrants were very unfortunate :
they arrived just at the commencement of the
rainy season, the damps of which were1 much in-
creased by the unhealthiness of the low, marshy
ground of the Sherbro. The. result was that all
the agents, and a great number of the colonists
died ; the remainder wisely abandoned a specula-
tion so fruitful of risk. These people remained at
Sierra Leone until new agents were sent out, and
another spot selected for colonization. The new
scene of operations was Liberia,

The territory on which the first settlement of the
colonists of Liberia was made, forms a tongue of
land of twelve leagues extent, in no part more
than a league in width, and in some parts con-
tracted to half that distance. This peninsula is
so connected with the main land, as to represent a
scale beam, the narrow isthmus answering to the
pivot; which isthmus is formed by an acute angle
of the Junk river on the eastern side, that falls
into the sea at the s. E. extremity of the peninsula ;
and an acute angle of the Montserado river on the
western side, which falls into the sea at the N. w.
extremity. Thus the N. E. side of the peninsula
is washed by the above rivers; and the whole of
the s. w. side by the sea. The north-western ter-
nination of this linear track of country is Cape